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The Bully and the Cop

As I set-up at Mallory Square, I had 
the joy of having no one on my left side. 
DW Blademaster was on my right. 
After Dale gave his sword swallowing 
performance. I launched into my first 
message. It was so nice to have no 
noisy distractions on either side. To my 
great surprise a group began to form. 
There were approximately 25 to 30 
people in a neat semicircle attentively 
and intensively listening. It was 
greatly encouraging!  Then about three 
quarters into the presentation the 
bully appeared. 
He was largish, bald and loud, perhaps 
in his early 40’s. He walked up to me, 
seemly unaware of the group clinging 
to my words. “You are an ignoramus!  
You don’t know what you are talking 
about. There are four words in the Bible 
for hell!”  He has apparently focused 
on that word in my “Is God Narrow-
Minded” where the word is prominent 
at the end of the broad road diagram. 
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I tried to ignore him, hoping he would go 
way. However, this effective technique 
proved useless with the big bully. I kept 
preaching and quietly praying. At one 
point, I noticed that a woman came out 
of the audience and quietly attempted 
to reason with this oaf. She failed. A 
man came forward and quietly spoke 
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to him. Unsuccessful, he returned to 
his place in the crowd. Then another 
man come forth and spoke to the 
troublemaker. Within seconds the 
bully exited the crowd. He left without 
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a peep and did so quickly. The crowd 
reacted to the bully’s departure with 
a cheer, an actual ovation. During 
this whole time I continued to preach. 
I walk around the confabs seeking to 
keep eye contact with my crowd. This 
whole event was uniquely unusual.
As I wrapped up the message, many 
came up to take my Key Truths booklet. 
I had several “attaboys!,” pats on the 
back and handshakes. Some said they 
believed the bully presence made the 
message’s impact all the greater.
I wondered what happened. What did 
that man say to the bully that caused 
him to leave so quickly?   The man who 
sent the bully packing came forward. 
His name is Joshua Brady. He was 
present with his wife, Stephanie, and 
two young children. I asked him what 
he said. He said, “I showed him my 
badge and told him he had better go.”  
It turns out that Mr. Brady is a Monroe 
County Sheriff’s Deputy in the Middle 
Keys. He and his family were visiting 
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Final Results: 40th Annual 
Swim Around Key West

The 40th Annual Swim Around Key 
West (12.5 miles) took place as planned 
on Saturday, June 4th, 2016. Starting 
and ending at the tradition west end 
site of Smathers Beach. On race day, 
86 solo swimmers showed up for the 
challenge and 83 completed the course. 
There were 13 two-person teams 
and 19 three-person teams. Seven 
countries were represented ―Germany, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom, Canada, 
Mexico, Guatemala and Costa Rica― 
along with 29 states.

 It all started on Friday with the 
swimmer registration and the pre-
race meeting on the beach. We served 
refreshments and held a raffle and 
presented awards.  A 12 member 
mission team from Urbancrest in 
Lebanon, Ohio, packed goodie bags and 
registered and assisted the swimmers 
on the day of the swim. All but one team 

member had been here in the past to 
work the swim. In God’s providence He 
kept Pastor Dave from joining us as he 
had to take care of unexpected pastoral 
duties. We missed his presence but the 
Lord knows what He is doing and we 
forged forward in spite of his absence.
The weather on Saturday was a bit 
windy and the currents were very 
decent. All in all a good day for the 
swim. I swam my #75 career swim 
and completed the course in 6:15.48. 
My eldest son David was my kayaker. 
My daughter Jane, and son, Billy, and 
son-in-law Doug kayaked for other 
swimmers including Bill Haselden who 
played the piano for our morning Lord’s 
Day Service (for the 4th year in a row). 
Son-in-law Terence White was the race 
director and my daughter Abigail did 
the swim shirt design. My wife, Sessie 
collected almost $2,000. worth of gift 

Dear KEM Supporter,

I want to thank you for your 
support of this unique ministry.  
Some of you are so faithful to 
pray for Bill and the kingdom 
work taking place in Key West. 
Others of you have been long-
time financial supporters of this 
ministry. Please know that we 
could not do this work without 
each of you!

The combination of faithful 
prayer and faithful giving has 
allowed Bill Welzien to proclaim 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
for 30 years at Mallory Square. 
This August marks the 30-year 
anniversary of Bill preaching at 
Mallory. Entertainers, vendors, 
& musicians have come and 
gone, but there still remains 
a faithful servant sharing the 
good news three nights a week 
for all these years.

I’m asking each of you to 
continue your prayer support 
of this ministry. Pray for Bill’s 
health and for strength as he 
preaches. Please lift up the dear 
people of Keys Presbyterian 
Church and their witness for 
Christ. Also, would you consider 
an additional love gift at this 
time? The financial needs of this 
ministry are great. If you can 
partner with us during this 30th 
anniversary season, it would be 
much appreciated. 

Again, thank you for all your 
prayers and in all the ways 
you show your love toward 
Keys Evangelistic Ministries. 
Together, may the Lord give us 
many more years to serve Him!

David Bickers
President, KEM 
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Moments
his father (also a Deputy) in Key West. 
Officer Brady and wife expressed their 
love for the Lord Jesus and His Gospel. 
How kind the Lord is to have provided 
police protection for this presentation 
of His Word!!
After the crowd dispersed and the 
officer left the bully returned with 
his wife. He was still loud and still 
obnoxious. He told me that he was once 
a devout Christian and he explained 
that he began to study the Bible and 
found it to be unbelievable. 
I asked them if I could show them 
one more verse from the Bible. With 
their permission I opened to Psalm 
14:1–3 and I read: 1) The fool says in 
his heart, “There is no God.” They are 
corrupt, they do abominable deeds, 
there is none who does good. 2) The 
LORD looks down from heaven on the 
children of man, to see if there are any 
who understand, who seek after God. 
3) They have all turned aside; together 
they have become corrupt; there is 
none who does good, not even one.
With their departure I began my second 
message. To my surprise Deputy Brady 
and family showed up again. They were 
front and center for the full message. 
After the message we spoke about the 
Lord and His Word for the next hour!!

Jacob the Greek
First message I preached to a modest 
crowd. There was a young man in the 
crowd. As he listened he began to raise 
his hand. Every time I looked in his 
direction his had would go up. He did 
not interrupt, but at the end of the 
message he spoke up. 
His name was Jacob and he was from 
Greece. He wanted to know, why a baby 
who had done no evil would contact 
cancer and die in infancy. If God were 
a God of love why would he allow such 
an injustice? 

That was a fair question. I showed him 
that originally the world was created 
very good (Genesis 1:31). But when 
disobedience came (Genesis 3) and 
things changed radically. With sin came 
sorrow, sickness, and death. We live in a 
fallen world where all things are turned 

on their head. To my surprise Jacob 
was not an angry rebel, but a young 
man with real questions and proved 
to be quite teachable. We spoke about 
the uniqueness of the Bible and that 
we need to have a personal relationship 
with God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I encouraged him to actually 
read the Bible for himself. 
There were two young ladies standing 
next to Jacob listening. They were 
sisters  from Oklahoma and both 
professed faith in the Lord Jesus. They 
had been listening to the message. 
Now they were curious to listen to this 
conversation with Jacob.
As the sun went down I said to the 
three of them that I was going to give 
a second message and asked if they 
wanted to stay. They all stayed for 
the full second message. Before Jacob 
left I gave him an Ultimate Questions 
booklet and info with my address. I told 
him to read his Bible and to contact me 
if he had questions!!

The Bully and the Cop, cont’ from page 1

certificates from community businesses 
for the raffle. Elder Tim Warner was 
very busy at the beach filling in where 
needed. 
All the swimmers were given goodie 
bags that contained the Challenge 
Newspaper, my tract, small size 
Ultimate Questions, invitations to the 
Lord’s Day service along with lots of 

Final Results: Annual Swim 
cont’ from page 2

sample products. Many swimmers, 46 
in all, attended our Lord’s Day service. 
Once again, we will be giving $4,000 to 
the Key West High School Cross Country 
team. 
I would like to say thank you all who 
worked the 40th Annual Swim Around 
Key West to make it a wonderful event.
Lord willing, we have plans to hold the 
41st Annual Swim Around Key West on 
Saturday, June 24th, 2017.
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Sunset Celebration at Mallory Square
Key West, FL

M i s s i o n  T e a m  N o t e s
Imagine you’re standing on 
a brick pier overlooking a 
beautiful sun setting on the 
ocean. On the left is a 70 year 
old tight rope walker and on 
the right, a fire breathing 
sword swallower. There 
are bagpipes droning in the 
background and cats trained 
to jump through fire hoops 
are down the pier. What you 
are picturing is the setting 
where, three nights a week, 
for thirty years, Bill Welzein 
has faithfully present the 
Gospel to all within hearing. 

Sometimes people hurl insults 
as he shares the Truth, but 
I have never seen him skip 
a beat. He locks eyes with 
the offended one as they 
walk by and continues his 
presentation. Some nights 
are more encouraging, like 
tonight, when he had the 
opportunity to pray with a 
10 year old girl. I know Bill 
cannot take the credit for 
the work that is done here. 
No human can compete with 
the distractions surrounding 
him. Only the lord can keep 

a husband and son listening 
when a wife persistently 
complains and says the table 
is ready at a restaurant. And 
only God catches the attention 
of a child when there is also 
a juggler to watch. But we 
can thank Pastor Bill for 
continuing to be a faithful 
servant for the Lord.  
Notes by Leah B

Leah led mission team from 
Urbancrest in Lebaon, Ohio.


